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Friends in Christ, 
 
I attended a conference in New Orleans hosted by Missional Voices – an  
organization in the Episcopal Church committed to imagining new  
ministries and helping local ministry contexts thrive. It was right up  
my alley. I love spending time with clergy and lay people dedicated to a  
revival of innovation and energy in the church. 
 
I learned a lot, and I thought I’d share a few things with you. Some were new to me, and some were 
excellent reminders. 
 
+If we dare to try things in the church, we will fail some of the time. And that’s okay. It is much better 
to have some ideas or programs flop that to be sit paralyzed with the FEAR of failing. To innovate is 
to fail, sometimes. 
 
+The parish that will answer God’s call best in the world is the one that understands the needs of its 
neighbors. If we at St. Mark’s were to take a walk in a one mile radius around the church, would we be 
surprised at the needs in our community? Are college kids hungry? Are school kids alone after school? 
Are seniors suffering from isolation? What’s happening RIGHT HERE that we might have the gifts to 
address. I’m not sure we’ve asked that question deeply or often enough. Look for more on this from 
me in these next few months. It’s an idea deeply on my heart. 
 
+You must put on your own mask before assisting the person next to you with their mask. In other 
words, we have to be tending to each other--and this includes our physical plant--before we can assist 
in the community. Otherwise, our outreach is unsustainable. What are we doing to strengthen St. 
Mark’s so that we can be a force for good out in the world? 
 
+Tiny places do enormous things. One church I heard about ended up responding powerfully to the 
aftermath of hurricane Irma with only an average Sunday attendance of 33. They started leveraging 
their contacts and assessing their gifts (property, purse, posture, people, and programs) to see what was 
needed after the storm. They gave up their parking lot so that temporary RVs could be plugged in for 
folks who had lost their homes. Small but mighty indeed. 
 
I’m grateful for St. Mark’s for making sure that their priests get to spend time away learning and, 
hopefully, becoming better at our job. I’m glad to return to you energized and filled with new ideas. 
 
 
Stay tuned… 
Fr. Burch 
(Ian+) 
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Summer is here at last, the children are out of school and 
gardens are being planted. I hope you are as happy as I am 
to have these long days to get projects done or just sit and 
read a book. 

Summer also offers you and your family the opportunity to 
come to the midweek Eucharist, every Wednesday, at 6 
p.m. on the green space. It is very informal and you are 
encouraged to bring blankets to relax on. Dogs are 
welcome too – though, I draw the line at lizards! 

Summer also brings opportunities to volunteer. Check the 
bulletin board on the wall, as you leave the parish hall, to see such opportunities to volunteer 
individually or as a family. The breakfast program at St Ben’s is an ideal way to introduce your upper 
grade school and older children to volunteering with a group they know. Talk to Harry Moseley for 
further details, hmoseley39@gmail.com. 

Come with other folks from St Mark’s and experience how much fun it is to volunteer in community. 

My best, 
~Michelle 

 

 

Thanks as always for your generosity to our pantry community! 

5ʋʘʇʔʙʇʕʖ�)ʑʑʆ�3ʃʐʖʔʛ 

· Dried and Canned Fruit in its own Juices 
· Low Sodium Hearty Soups and Stews 
· Coffee and Tea 
· Whole Grain Pasta 
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0ʋʎʎʇʐʐʋʃʎʕ�%ʗʋʎʆʋʐʉ�&ʑʏʏʗʐʋʖʛ�ʃʖ�6ʖ��0ʃʔʍ¶ʕ� 
“I need starter friends!” 

This complaint, recently uttered by one of our worshippers, provides a clue for understanding 
one of our parish’s biggest ministry challenges. How can we share the Gospel with nomadic 
early-career adults? In the present economy, it’s common and often necessary for recent 
graduates to move from one city to the next, only staying in a job for one or two years at a 
time. Moving to new places with such frequency is hard work, and emotionally exhausting. 

Whether someone finds themselves in Milwaukee for the short-term or the long-term, we’re 
committed to inviting them to a deep experience of Christian community. We do that through 
various offerings of hospitality and friendship. This winter, Kyle Potter and Nathan Self 
invited 20- and 30-somethings to a soup supper and game night in February, March, and April. 
A dozen people from around Milwaukee got together each month to beat the winter blues with 
warm food, drinks, lively conversation, and of course, an eclectic collection of board games – 
including the confusing German kind. 

Folks in their 20s and 30s who want to keep abreast of future events can keep an eye out for 
emails. To pitch ideas, write Kyle on kyle.potter@gmail.com.  

~Kyle Potter 

/ʇʐʖʇʐ�0ʑʘʋʇ�1ʋʉʊʖ 

 
 :ʑʏʇʐ¶ʕ�%ʑʑʍ�*ʔʑʗʒ 

The Women’s Book Group will not be meeting in July but will have their next meeting on 
August 5, at 7 p.m., at the home of Carolyn Davies. Our book for discussion will be The 
End of Your Life Book Club by Will Schwalbe. 

This memoir is about a mother, a son, and books. During her treatment 
for cancer, Mary Anne Schwalbe and her son, Will spent many hours 
sitting in waiting rooms together. To pass the time, they would talk about 
the books they were reading. Soon, they began to trade books and an 
informal book club of two was born. The book is also about the joy of 
reading and gives many suggestions for reading. 

Books can be purchased at Boswell for a ten percent discount or 
borrowed from the library. If you need directions to Carolyn’s home, 
contact the church office at sara@stmarksmilwaukee.org. 

~Ellie Moseley 

At the halfway point in our year, St. Mark’s financial condition is tracking 
closely to budget with stronger than expected pledge and offering revenue 
and expenses pretty much as planned. Over the summer we will have to 
replace another of our aging boilers and address the poor condition of our 
parking lot entrance. Both of these are covered in the budget, but there will 
not be much remaining for other capital improvement needs. 
 

The year is off to a good start. Our parish life is rich, and we are blessed with a benevolent and engaged 
congregation. Programs are active, services well-attended, and our finances in good shape. 

~Bruce Jacobs 
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6HQG�6DUD�DQ�HPDLO�ZLWK�WKH�GHWDLOV� 
 

VDUD#VWPDUNVPLOZDXNHH�RUJ 

7/17 Mary Ross & Bill Davies 
7/25 David & Joan Kuehl 

$ʐʐʋʘʇʔʕʃʔʋʇʕ %ʋʔʖʊʆʃʛʕ� 
7/3 Michael Williams 
7/5 Sophie Parker 
7/7 Jamie Zingler 
7/9 Bruce Jacobs 
7/18 Marie Arndorfer 
7/21 Elizabeth Jacobs 
7/21 Marj Bjornstad 

-XO\�&HOHEUDWLRQV 

5ʇʅʎʃʋʏʋʐʉ�-ʇʕʗʕ��)ʃʋʖʊ�ʃʖ�ʖʊʇ�0ʃʔʉʋʐʕ� 
“The measure of any human system is its ability to move people to greater levels of empathy and 
connection, even with people outside of their system.” 

- Brandon Brown, Collective MKE 
Our Reclaiming Jesus conversations start from the premise that religion can be 
good or bad, and that faith can be life-giving or toxic. Over the past few 
months, we’ve been discussing the signs of toxic faith and controlling religion, 
and examining the life-skills and commitments necessary to keep faith and 
spirituality life-giving. 
 
Join us at Von Trier on the first Tuesday of each month, from 8 to 10pm. Write 
me on kyle.potter@gmail.com for a first-timer’s guide, a sample discussion 
guide, or to be included on our monthly email update.  

~Kyle Potter 

Monday evenings, starting August 19, at St. Paul’s Episcopal Church Educa-
tion for Ministry (EfM). The program is administered through the School of 
Theology at The University of the South at Sewanee, Tennessee, is a four-
year course of study in theological bible study and reflection for laypersons. 
EfM is offered at St. Paul’s here in Milwaukee. On Monday nights, they gath-
er for a shared meal, discussion of assigned readings, shared reflection and 
meditation. The EfM year will begin on August 19 and run through early 
June with a few short breaks. EfM is under the sponsorship of the diocese 
and, as such, participants receive a reduced registration rate. They welcome all 

who wish to participate, but the group is limited to 12 people. If you are interested or have any ques-
tions, please contact Terry Zimmer, 414-839-9312 or ztleman@gmail.com.  
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‘Spirituality’ is a popular term now; it’s part of the current standard response, “I’m spiritual, 
but not religious.” But, is there really a difference? Come spend a little time with Fr. Steve 
Peay and find out a bit about the spiritual life. You’ll discover that it’s not so bad to be 
‘religious’ (once you get past the cultural baggage), and that all of us can have a spiritual life. 
Sessions will be on five Thursday evenings, starting July 18. We’ll begin at 6 p.m. with food 
and fellowship, and the teaching portion will be from 6:30 to 7:30 p.m. The sessions will be 
led by the Very Rev. Steven Peay, Ph.D., FBS, Research Professor & Dean-President 
Emeritus Nashotah House Theological Seminary and Associate Dean & Canon 
Residentiary All Saints’ Cathedral. Fr. Peay is a lively and dynamic leader. 

-    July 18 – What IS Spirituality? 
-    July 25 – “Teach US to Pray” 
-   August 1 – The Book of Common Prayer: Anatomy and Use 
-   August 8 – Lectio Divina: Ancient and New 
-   August 15 – The Effects of the Spiritual Life 

~Ian 

Do you have a sewing machine? Can you sew a straight line? Do you 
have half an hour to make a gift for a resident of the emergency 
shelter, the Milwaukee Women’s Center (MWC)? If so, come to our 
pillowcase sewing day on Saturday, July 27 9:00-11:30 a.m. 
 
Judith Miller will have her sewing machine there, but please bring 
your own sewing machine and one yard of quilting cotton fabric.   
 
Please contact Judith at either jdthmllrmad@yahoo.com or           
608-274-9288 with any questions and to let her know if you’ll be 
coming. 
 
A pillowcase may seem like a small thing, but for someone who may have fled home with 
nothing, it can be a bit of comfort and normalcy. 
 

· The domestic violence emergency shelter provided comprehensive domestic 
violence services to 103 women and 127 children. 

· 135 low-income homeless adults and 210 children received shelter and 
assistance through MWC’s Family Support Center Emergency Shelter. 

 



ϲ 

&ʊʋʎʆʔʇʐ�ʃʐʆ�<ʑʗʖʊ�0ʋʐʋʕʖʔʛ 

%ʋʄʎʇ�6ʖʑʔʛ�7ʋʏʇ�9ʑʎʗʐʖʇʇʔʕ�1ʇʇʆʇʆ 
While Sunday School in on hiatus for the summer, we will have a special 
Bible Story Time for our children. All children are invited to come to 
church for the opening procession and the lessons. During the sermon, 
come to the Chapel to hear a story from the Bible and work on decorating 
our children’s banner for the upcoming Church School year! You may 
rejoin your families at the time of the sharing of the Peace. 

We need adults to be in the rotation for a Story Leader: email 
matt@stmarksmilwaukee.org or signup in the Parish Hall if you would 
like to help out. The stories are already written and only need an engaging 
storyteller and leader!  

%UHZHUV�*DPH�2XWLQJ�_����� 

St. Mark’s is heading to Miller Park on July 14! Join our parish 
outing as we tailgate and cheer on the Brewers as they take on 
the Giants at 1:10 p.m. for what promises to be a fun-filled 
afternoon. We have 25 tickets available at $20 each – checks 
payable to St. Mark’s Episcopal Church with “Brewers Game” 
written in the memo. We will also have transportation available 
to and from the ballpark directly after worship that morning. 

Spaces are limited so if you would like to reserve your ticket(s), are interested in helping to set-up 
and/or grill as we tailgate, or would like to donate food and beverage items, please email Matt 
Phillips today (matt@stmarksmilwaukee.org).  

6DIHJXDUGLQJ�*RG¶V�&KLOGUHQ�7UDLQLQJ�_���� 

St. Mark’s and the Diocese of Milwaukee require all clergy, Vestry members, and volunteers who 
work with children to complete a Safeguarding God’s Children training every five years. The next 
training session will be at Christ Church in Whitefish Bay on Sunday, August 4 at 11:30 a.m. To 
register for this training session, for more information, or if you are unsure whether you are required 
to certify or recertify your Safeguarding training, please email Matt Phillips 
(matt@stmarksmilwaukee.org).  

%ʃʒʖʋʕʏ�ʃʐʆ�6ʑʎʇʏʐ�)ʋʔʕʖ�&ʑʏʏʗʐʋʑʐ�&ʎʃʕʕ 
St. Mark’s will offer a Baptism and Solemn/First Communion Class this Summer. All children and 
youth interested in Baptism, receiving Communion, or learning more about the Church and God’s 
presence in it are invited to attend. Dates and times will be announced soon but if you are interested 
in registering your child(ren) for formation opportunity, please email Fr. Ian Burch 
(ian@stmarksmilwaukee.org) or Matt Phillips (matt@stmarksmilwaukee.org) today!    
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

 1 
6 PM 
SWEATnDANCE 

2 
8 AM Yoga 
8:15 AM Breakfast 
Fellowship @ Hollander 
11 AM Codependents 
Anonymous 
5:30 PM Garden Guild 
8 PM Reclaiming Jesus 

3 
6 PM Mass on the 
Grass 
9:15 PM Aperi 
Animam Rehearsal 

4 
8 AM Yoga 
8 PM AA 

5 
Rector’s Day Off 

6 
 

7  
8 AM 
Holy Eucharist 
9:30 AM  
Holy Eucharist 
Bible Story Time 
11 AM Adult 
Education 

8  
6 PM 
SWEATnDANCE 
 
 

9 
8 AM Yoga 
11 AM Codependents 
Anonymous 
5:30 PM Garden Guild 

10  
6 PM Mass on the 
Grass 
 

11  
8 AM Yoga 
7 PM Pastoral 
Concerns 
Meeting 
8 PM AA 

12 Rector’s Day Off 
8 PM AA 

13  
 

14  
8 AM 
Holy Eucharist 
9:30 AM  
Holy Eucharist 
Bible Story Time 
11 AM Adult 
Education 
1:10 PM Brewers 
Game 
6 PM Aperi 
Animam Rehearsal 

15  
6 PM 
SWEATnDANCE 
 
 
 

16  
8 AM Yoga 
8:15 AM Breakfast 
Fellowship @ Hollander 
11 AM Codependents 
Anonymous 
1 PM Spirituality and 
Aging 
5:30 PM Garden Guild 
6:30 PM Vestry 

17  
6 PM Mass on the 
Grass 
9:15 PM Aperi 
Animam Rehearsal 

18 
8 AM Yoga 
8 PM AA 

19 Rector’s Day Off 
8 PM AA 

20 
9 AM Men’s 
Fellowship 
Breakfast 
9:30 AM 
Quilting Circle 
7 PM Guitar 
Recital 
 
 

21  
8 AM 
Holy Eucharist 
9:30 AM  
Holy Eucharist 
Bible Story Time 
11 AM Adult 
Education 
6 PM Aperi 
Animam Rehearsal 

22  
6 PM 
SWEATnDANCE 
 

23  
8 AM Yoga 
11 AM Codependents 
Anonymous 
5:30 PM Garden Guild 

24  
6 PM Mass on the 
Grass 
9:15 PM Aperi 
Animam Rehearsal 

25  
8 AM Yoga 
8 PM AA 

26  
Rector’s Day Off 
8 PM AA 

27  
9:30 AM 
Pillowcase 
Making 
 
 
 

28 
8 AM 
Holy Eucharist 
9:30 AM  
Holy Eucharist  
Bible Story Time 
11 AM Adult 
Education 
6 PM Aperi 
Animam Rehearsal 
 

29 
6 PM 
SWEATnDANCE 
 

30   
8 AM Yoga 
11 AM Codependents 
Anonymous 
5:30 PM Garden Guild 

31 
6 PM Mass on the 
Grass 
 

   

)RU�WKH�PRVW�FXUUHQW�XSGDWH��SOHDVH�YLHZ�
RXU�FDOHQGDU�RQ�RXU�ZHEVLWH��
ZZZ�VWPDUNVPLOZDXNHH�RUJ 
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St. Mark’s is a growing, 
welcoming parish on 
Milwaukee’s Eastside. We are a 
vibrant community of sojourners 
and seekers. We are young and 
old, families, singles and couples, 
gay and straight, from a variety 
of backgrounds. Together we 
represent a diverse array of 
perspectives and life experiences. 
We believe that the Holy Spirit is 
at work in our lives and in the 
world and that we are 
called, both as individuals and as 
a community, to share Christ’s 
love with our neighbors. We 
hope that the community at     
St. Mark’s will help you to grow 
deeper in your faith and that   
you will find yourself enlivened 
by service to God and to    
God’s world. 

St. Mark’s Episcopal Church 
2618 N. Hackett Ave. 
Milwaukee, WI 53211 

414-962-0500 
stmarksmilwaukee.org 

Vestry Members 
Brooke Frizzell 
Cheryl Johnson 
Michael O’Hear 

Georgia Cain 
David Miyama 
Ginny Schrag 
Dan Buckler 
Judith Miller 

Graicey Van Spankeren 

Sunday Eucharist  
8:00 a.m. 
9:30 a.m.  

Childcare is provided  
from 9:15-11:00 a.m. 

 
Wednesday Eucharist  

6:00 p.m. 
 

Office Hours 
Tuesday and Wednesday   

9:00 a.m.-5:00 p.m.;  
Friday  9:00 a.m.-1:00 p.m. 

 
Eastside Senior Services  

414-210-5881  

The Rt. Rev. Steven A. Miller, Bishop of Milwaukee 
The Rev. Ian C. Burch, Rector 
 ian@stmarksmilwaukee.org 
The Rev. John Hickey, Priest Associate 
The Rev. Michelle P. Mooney, Deacon 
Stephen Wolff, Director of Music 
 steve@stmarksmilwaukee.org 
Matt Phillips, Director of Campus/Youth Ministries 
 matt@stmarksmilwaukee.org 
Kathy Katter, Senior Warden 
Bill Hunt, Junior Warden 
Bruce Jacobs, Treasurer 
Sara Bitner, Parish Administrator 
 sara@stmarksmilwaukee.org 
Daniel Koplitz, Children’s Choirmaster 
 daniel@stmarksmilwaukee.org 
Bill Davies, Bookkeeper  
 bill@stmarksmilwaukee.org 
Jyoti Bratz, Housekeeper 
Skrauss, Sexton 
Kiran-Joy Kuhn, Lion Newsletter Editor 


