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Because the September 10 Gospel passage (Matthew 18:5-7) is such a 

controversial one, I wanted to provide an adult education component to 

help us work through the passage together.  

If you want a deeper engagement with the material, I would invite you 

to listen to the two fifteen-minute lectures I recorded for this download 

package, and if you like, read the attached chapter.  

Of course, no one is expected to do homework for our Adult Education 

classes! But if you're interested, it will make the session more fun.  

 

Attached:  

 Reflection Questions 

 Stanley Hauerwas, "Matthew 18," in Matthew (Grand Rapids: 

Brazos, 2015), 160-67.  
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Reflection Questions  

These might inform our discussion as we find them interesting. No, I'm 

not going around the table to ask everyone if they've been tried in an 

ecclesiastical court.  

 

1. Have you known Christians whose beliefs and ways of living made 

you doubt the truth of the Christian faith? If so, why do you think that 

you felt so much more strongly about those sins than the more 

"ordinary" shortcomings in our lives?  

2. Have you ever been party to a church discipline proceeding? Do you 

think it followed the letter or spirit of the teaching in Matthew 18? Why 

or why not?  

3. In the lecture, I frame the process of church discipline as an 

alternative to gossip. Have you had experience with gossip in church 

communities before? Why might it be damaging?  

4. In the past several years, "inclusion" has become code word attitudes 

about church both godly and ungodly. On one hand, we want to be a 

welcoming, healing, and loving community. On the other, Scripture 

(and good moral sense!) will insist that some attitudes and behaviors 

are antithetical to the Kingdom of God. How can we work out what are 

helpful and unhelpful ways of making those distinctions?  

5. In the attached chapter, the author argues that Christians' 

interdependency is a key motif for Matthew 18. Christians live together. 

Christians believe together. It gets messy. Consider your own 

experiences of interdependency in the Christian life, both good and bad. 

In what ways does this vision make you hopeful? In what ways does it 

make you wary?  

 

 


















